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public acts of the navy and army originated in her
influence. In short, the marriage was anything
but a happy one, although the lady had daughters
who were married to rich and noble foreigners. In
the course of time the Admiral ignored her amours;
and it was well known in London society that my
lady had her friends, and the Admiral his.

As Clotilde advanced in life, she fascinated and
formed an intimacy with one of the most wealthy
of British peers. By pandering to the eccentri-
cities of the noble Lord, her authority over him
became absolute. It was through this nobleman
that she bestowed magnificent dowries on her
daughters, and became possessed of a colossal
fortune. Although her conduct was notoriously
immoral, she was countenanced and visited by
persons who, as is too frequently the case, permit
their morality to become exceedingly elastic in the
presence of wealth. Later in life, she thought it
advisable to remove to Naples, where accident
threw her in the way of a French lady's-maid, who
in course of time obtained an alarming influence
over his Lordship. Ever adroit, and possessing
intuitive perception and forethought, the lady
made friends with the Frenchwoman; and when
his Lordship's will was opened, it revealed an
engagement which the rival ladies had previously
concocted: Lady S * * * became the legatee to an
immense fortune, whilst her maid was moderately
provided for.

Her great aim, after the death of the nobleman
in question, was to become a respectable member of
society. She invited people to magnificent dinners,
became very devout, gave away a great deal ofeason to believe that manyfairs seemed most prosperous, thisr thehimself upon the persons of delinquent boys.
